APPENDIX A Tourism
Antarctic tourists, for the purpose of this report, are fare-paying passengers, private expedition members, or adventurers visiting the continent by privately-organized travel by ship or aircraft. The numbers given do not include officers, crew, and cruise staff of tour ships; Distinguished Visitors of the U.S. Antarctic Program and other national antarctic program personnel; government officials; journalists; official inspection team members; or passengers overflying the continent.
Tburists first visited Antarctica in the 1957/58 season when Chile and Argentina operated four cruises, taking more than 500 tourists to the South Shetland Islands. The first voyage organized by a U.S.-based company was conducted in 1966 aboard the Lapataia, a chartered Argentine naval ship. Expedition cruising, as we now know it, with a focus on education, began in 1969 when the Lindblad Explorer (98 passengers1) was built specifically for cruising in polar regions. The Lindblad Explorer dominated the U.S. market throughout the 1970s, but voyages were also offered on Spanish, Argentine, and Chilean vessels. In the mid-to-late 1980s, four ships employed by three U.S.-based companies operated a series of trips on the Society Explorer (formerly the Lindblad Explorer), World Discoverer (138 passengers), Illiria (140 passengers), and Ocean Princess (440 passengers). Argentina continued to be involved in operating frequent cruises with the Bahia Paraiso, a naval resupply ship that ran aground near Palmer Station in January 1989. Since 1990, several other ships operated by U.S. companies have entered the market, including Frontier Spirit (160 passengers), Columbus Caravelle (250 passengers), Akademik Sergey Vavilov (38 passengers), Kapitan Khlebnikov (112 passengers) and Professor Molchanov (38 passengers). Ttoo previously dominant companies disappeared from the market, and new companies have
Passenger capacities listed below for this and other ships are writing and reviewing the most recent (WMO, 1991) ozone assessment.
